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The Year of James Baldwin: 
A 90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 
NEW YORK, NY, July 21, 2014       HARLEM WEEK, INC. New Heritage 
Theatre Group, National Black Theatre, and Columbia University School of the 
Arts Office of Community Outreach & Education, are pleased to announce “The 
Year  of  James Baldwin:  A  90th   BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION”  (1924-
1987). This celebration is part of The Year of James Baldwin, a partnership of 
Harlem Stage, New York Live Arts, and Columbia University School of the Arts. 
This commemoration of James Baldwin on the occasion of his 90th birthday will 
take place on Saturday, August 2, 2014, 12 Noon, culminating in the renaming 
of a section of West 128th Street as “James Baldwin Place,” in honor of the work, 
life, and legacies of one of the greatest writers and thinkers of the past century. 

 
The day will begin at 10:30 AM with a photo call with 25 members of the Baldwin 
Family at the Apollo Theater, 253 West 125th Street, NYC, underneath the 
famous marquee, which will read “Happy 90th Birthday James Baldwin,” as we 
mark the anniversary of this remarkable son of Harlem. The celebration will then 
continue at the very school where James Baldwin and his siblings attended P.S. 
24 (now, the Harlem Renaissance High School) at 128th between Fifth and 
Madison Avenues. 

 
At 12 Noon there will be a special tribute to James Baldwin led by 
Councilmember Inez Dickens who spearheaded the campaign in the New York 
City Council to honor the legendary author and activist. Leading figures in 
theater, film, Baldwin’s family members, and community organizations will salute 
America’s great novelist and essayist. 

 
The street renaming will end with a musical procession towards National Black 
Theatre, [NBT], 2031 Fifth Avenue, where there will be readings from Baldwin’s 
The Fire Next Time and testimonials from those who knew him well and those 
who were inspired by 



his life and work. This portion of the celebration will begin at 3:00 at NBT. 
There will also be an exhibition curated by NBT that will remain on view for the 
month of August and feature works contributed by New York Live Arts and 
artist Maureen Kelleher. 
 
This event is free and open to all, (there is a suggested donation of $10 at NBT 
only). The events are organized by HARLEM WEEK, INC, New Heritage Theatre 
Group, National Black Theatre and Columbia University, School of the Arts Office 
of Community Outreach & Education. 

 
About HARLEM WEEK, INC. 

 
HARLEM WEEK, founded in 1974 by local residents, entrepreneurs, 
elected officials and artists is celebrating its 40th anniversary. HARLEM WEEK 
promotes and celebrates Harlem’s storied past, its present, and future. 
HARLEM WEEK is a series of events throughout the summer that brings 
together all age groups and culture to celebrate the unique diverse and global 
essence of Harlem. This celebration offers 100+ events from July 27 thru 
August 23rd. In previous years HARLEM WEEK attracts approximately 2 
million attendees yearly from across New York , the tri-state regions, and the 
world. 

 
About New Heritage Theatre Group 

 
New Heritage Theatre Group, (NHTG) celebrating its 50th Anniversary, is the 
oldest Black nonprofit theater company in New York City. It was established in 
1964 by the late Roger Furman, a revered playwright, director, actor and lecturer 
who began his career in the 1940s with the American Negro Theatre in Harlem. 
In1983, Voza Rivers, an award winning music and theatre producer took over the 
company. In 1997 Jamal Joseph, a playwright, director, author, award-winning 
documentary filmmaker and educator joined NHTG as Executive Artistic Director. 
Under the leadership of both, Rivers and Joseph NHTG expanded its mission 
and transformed the theatre into a leading nonprofit arts organization serving 
tens of thousands of community members and youth annually. New Heritage is 
composed of three major divisions: IMPACT Repertory Theatre, New Heritage 
Films/Harlemwood Film Festival and Furman Theatre Rep. 

 
About National Black Theatre 

 
Founded by visionary Dr. Barbara Ann Teer in 1968, National Black Theatre 
(NBT) is a nationally recognized cultural and educational institution. Dr. Teer 
pioneered “the healing art of black theatre as an instrument for wholeness in 
urban communities where entrepreneurial artists of African descent live and 
work.” In 1983, Dr. Teer expanded the vision of NBT by purchasing a 64,000- 
square-foot building on 125th Street and Fifth Avenue (renamed “National Black 
Theatre Way” by local law in 1994). This was the first revenue-generating black 
arts complex in the country, an innovative arrangement through which for-profit 
businesses who shared NBT’s spiritual and aesthetic values rented retail space 



to subsidize the arts. Out of her vision, NBT houses the largest collection 
of Nigerian new sacred art in the Western hemisphere and is considered the 
authentic representation of a model whose time has come. NBT is partially 
supported by grants from the City Council of New York member Inez Dickens, 
City of New York Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the 
Arts, Columbia Service Society, Theatre Communications Group, Met-Life and 
private donations. Visit www.nationalblacktheatre.org or follow NBT on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/NationalBlackTheatre ) and Twitter/Instagram 
(@NatBlackTheatre). 

 
 
 
About Columbia University School of the 
Arts 

 
Columbia University School of the Arts awards the Master of Fine Arts degree in 
Film, Theatre, Visual Arts and Writing, the Master of Arts degree in Film Studies, 
and an interdisciplinary program in Sound Arts. The School is a thriving, diverse 
community of artists from around the world with talent, vision and commitment. 
The faculty is composed of acclaimed and internationally renowned artists, 
film and theatre directors, writers of poetry, fiction and nonfiction, playwrights, 
producers, critics and scholars. Every year the School of the Arts presents 
exciting and innovative programs for the public, including performances, 
exhibitions, screenings, symposia, a film festival and numerous lectures, 
readings, panel discussions and talks with artists, writers, critics and scholars. 
For more information, visit arts.columbia.edu. 


